Old Gretna School House

In the late 1800’s the railroad pushed further west into Gadsden County, and a settlement was established in Gretna in 1897 by the Humphrey Company.  After the platting of Gretna as a town in 1905, there was a desire to have a school within the town limits.  One of the original settlers, W. P. Humphrey, joined by his wife Sarah Margaret (maiden Name) Humphrey, and by J. W. Mahaffey and his wife, Addie (maiden name) Mahaffey, deeded this parcel of land for the school to the Board of Public Instruction in 1908.  Classes started in August of that same year.  R. A. Gray, of Havana, the longest serving Secretary of State of Florida, was principal here from 1910-1911.  The building served as a school until 1935 without ever having a graduating class.  Students were transferred to Quincy for graduation.  Later uses of the building included a health clinic, town hall, community center, shriners meeting place and for church related activities.  Many students and teachers relate experiences and stories of cherished memories during their lives at the Old Gretna School.  Because so many lives have been touched by this building, the trustees of the W. P. Humphrey Club, all descendents of W. P. Humphrey, are privileged to have the honored task of preserving this monument of our past for future generations.
