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GROWING…………GROWING……..GROWING!!!!!!  
 
 

MEMBERSHIP  
 

Since our last newsletter in March, WGHS has TWO new lifetime members, TWELVE  new regular 
members, FIFTY-THREE  renewing members, and ONE renewing business member.   Many of you who 
receive the newsletter are NOT members.  WGHS invites you to join us in our mission to preserve the 
rich history of Gadsden County, its people, and places unique to this area of Florida.  Annual dues for 
individuals are $25.00 and lifetime dues are $500.00. Buisiness membership is $250.00.  If you are a 
member, please encourage your friends and relatives to join West Gadsden Historical Society today.  We 
are here to serve YOU! 
 
 

5th ANNUAL  OPEN  HOUSE 
 

The 2009 Open House was a great success.  The Society appreciates the tremendous support that we 
receive each year from those who bake, work, sell, clean, mow, donate, cook, and especially all those who 
attend!  Coastal Seafood of Panacea served another delicious lunch.  A new feature this year was Mr. 
Buddy Pitts who shared many of his historical pictures with visitors as well as a display of his knives.  
Kenneth Edwards returned with his McLane family artifacts.  The Bake Sale was once again very 
successful.  The 4th Annual Quilt Show was quite enjoyable.  Brenda Sunday of Old Mt. Pleasant won the 
beautiful handmade quilt, generously donated by the Piecemakers of the First Baptist Church, 
Greensboro.  The Society would like to thank the following merchants for selling quilt tickets:  Ivy Shop, 
A Touch of Tiffany, Flossie’s Cut & Curl, Studio JM, Mane Attraction, Padgett Jewelers, all of Quincy 
and Twin City News and Dr. James Melzer of Chattahoochee.   
 
 

APALACHICOLA  NORTHERN  RAILROAD  
 
Gadsden County has officially signed the grant contract with the Florida Department of Transportation.  
The authorization to commence with the planning and design phase of the Greensboro Depot Project has 
been received.  Advertisements requesting Qualifications and Proposals from Architects will be noticed in 
the press soon.  If you personally have any memories and/or photographs of the Depot, please share them 
with WGHS.  Call 850.442.6434.  During the planning stage is the time that your knowledge can make a 
difference regarding this important historical project that will benefit both the Town of Greensboro and 
all of Gadsden County.  The Depot will house a Railroad Museum.  WGHS would appreciate donations 
of railroad artifacts and memorabilia; your donations now will help as we plan the exhibits, architecture 
and the entire site plan.  The Greensboro Depot Museum will be an asset to Gadsden County. 
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OCTOBER 25th 3:00 P.M.  ---  HISTORY OF SYCAMORE 
 

Our last quarterly meeting for 2009 will be held at 3:00 p.m., Sunday, October 25th in Gardner Hall, 150 
East 11th Street, Greensboro.  One of our lifetime members and a Sycamore native, W. O Whittle, will 
discuss the history of Sycamore.  If you have any information or pictures concerning Sycamore that you 
would be willing to share, please call WGHS at 850.442.6434.  We look forward to seeing you at this 
meeting.  WGHS would like to feature other communities at future meetings.  Please contact us regarding 
YOUR community’s history.  WGHS will have additional meetings next year. 

 
HAVANA PUMPKIN FESTIVAL  

 
WGHS will have a booth at the Havana Pumpkin Festival.  Mrs. Eva Mae Whittle Peters has donated a 
beautiful handmade quilt to WGHS to help us raise funds.  Tickets for the quilt are $3.00.  The drawing 
for the quilt will be held at the up-coming pilau fundraiser.  We will sell quilt tickets, t-shirts, note cards, 
Something Gold by Kay Davis Lay, Flavors of Home  cookbooks, The Early History of Gadsden County by 
Dale Cox, along with a piece of Gadsden County’s historic tobacco days, “Tobacco Stick” letter openers.  
Please come by and visit with us on Saturday, October 17, 2009, 8:00-5:00.  If you have any historical 
artifacts that you would like to donate to the Society, we would be glad to talk with you or accept your 
treasures for the museums.    
 
 

 
PILAU FUNDRAISER  

 
On Saturday, November 14, 2009, 5:00-7:00 p.m., there will be a pilau held at Gardner Hall in 
Greensboro.  The menu will consist of pilau, crackers, pickles, slaw, green beans, homemade desserts, 
and iced tea.  Mrs. Nettie Bentley of Sycamore will be in charge of the cooking, along with numerous 
volunteers.  Tickets are $6.00 and may be purchased in advance or at the door.  For more information 
please call 850.442.4041.  The quilt will be given away at 7:00 p.m. on the evening of the pilau.  
Additionally, quilt tickets may be purchased at the following businesses:  Ivy Shop, A Touch of Tiffany, 
Flossie’s Cut & Curl, Studio JM, Mane Attraction, Padgett’s, Twin City News and Dr. Melzer. 

 

 
If you would like to assist WGHS by selling quilt and/or pilau tickets, 

please call 850.442.4041. 
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A  MOMENT  IN  HISTORY  
Margaret Mitchell and her Gadsden County Connection 

 
 
Did you know that Margaret Mitchell, famed author of Gone With The Wind, has a connection with Gadsden County? 
 
In February 1826, Rev. Gospero Sweet and wife, Ann Munnerlyn, along with their children, moved from Britton’s Neck, 
SC to Decatur Co., GA.   Ann was the daughter of John Munnerlyn and Sarah Keene. Rev.  Sweet was a Southern planter, 
owning about 2,000 acres of land in Marion District, SC, and was also a Methodist minister.   
 
After first making a crop in Decatur Co., the family moved on in the same year to a location about 6 miles south of 
Quincy, Gadsden Co., FL in the Forbes Purchase area.  In 1841, Ann Sweet died at the age of 47 and was buried in one of 
the 2 family cemeteries on the old Sweet Plantation.  
 
Some time later, Gospero bought land about 6 miles east of Chattahoochee, which was near the Mt. Pleasant Methodist 
Church.  This was long before the community and church became known as Old Mt. Pleasant, which is not to be confused 
with present day Mt. Pleasant.  When he was no longer able to ride off on horseback to preach at appointments, he led the 
Sunday-school at Mt. Pleasant Church and preached there whenever the pulpit was unoccupied.  He died March 23, 1856 
and is buried in the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery, along U.S. Hwy. 90.  His gravesite is above ground level and is topped with a 
large slab, which contains a very lengthy inscription.   

 
Gospero & Ann’s son, William Charles Sweet, was born 1817 and married Mary Ann McKenzie in 1842.  They had 6 
children, including Deborah Margaret.  Mary Ann Sweet died 1873 and later Charles married Jenny “Ginsy” Wilder and 
Clemintine Smith.  During the Seminole Wars, he served in the Company under Captain Caswell of Quincy and also in 
Companies under Captain DuPont of Quincy in 1837 and under Captain McCall of Gadsden County in 1838.  William 
Charles died November 19, 1898 at Concord, Gadsden Co., in the 82nd year of his age and is buried in the Barber 
Cemetery in that community.   
 
William Charles & Mary Ann’s daughter, Deborah Margaret Sweet, was born 1847 in Mt. Pleasant, Gadsden Co., FL 
and died 1887 in Atlanta, GA.  She married Russell Crawford Mitchell in 1865 in Gadsden County.  Their son, Eugene 
Muse Mitchell was born 1866 in Fulton Co., GA and died there in 1944.   Eugene married Mary Isabel “Maybelle” 
Stephens in 1892 in Atlanta.  Among their three children was their only daughter, Margaret Munnerlyn.  The family is 
buried in Oakland Cemetery, Atlanta, GA.   
 
Margaret Munnerlyn Mitchell  was born Nov. 8, 1900 in Atlanta, GA.  She first married Berrien Kinnard “Red” Upshaw 
in 1922 and later divorced.  She then married John Robert Marsh on July 4, 1925.  Margaret was struck by an automobile 
while attempting to cross the street in Atlanta and died on August 16, 1949.  She is buried in Oakland Cemetery.     
 
Some of the families who are listed as Margaret Mitchell’s area kinfolk are: Bates, Edna Stanfill Clark, Griffin, 
Love, Shaw, Smith, and many others.     

 
 

“NOW YOU KNOW THE REST OF THE STORY” 
 

****************************** 
   

William Charles Sweet’s sister, Deborah, married Thomas R. Smith, son of John “Virginia” and Martha Wyatt Smith of 
Gadsden County, FL.  It was John “Virginia” Smith who brought tobacco seeds with him when he moved from Virginia 
to our county in the late 1820s and you know the rest of that story!    
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WISH  LIST  
 

WGHS needs volunteers to: 
 

Construct two room partitions in The Dezell House; Remove a small tree & stump in the front yard; 
Remove two small crepe myrtles on the east side of the house.  For further information, please call 
850.442.6434. 
    
 

West Gadsden Historical Society 
All Lists Effective 08/20/09   

 
LIFETIME  MEMBERS  

Present Lifetime Membership is $500.00 per person. 
 
 

Lynne Layton Poucher Charles Allen Poucher Amber L. Rabon 
Shari Richardson Arrington Jean Ogilvie Dean Victor R. Silvestri 
Amy Leann Roach Joe Ann Hansford J. Mulder Brown 
Patricia Fletcher Vice William Vice Donnie H. Roberts 
Angela Boynton Cassidy William K. “Buddy” Pitts Patricia Jean Pitts 
Joyce VanLandingham Roach Rosalyn Fletcher Fenn Ruth Brown Sansom 
Avery Daniel Layton Ellen Sunday Clark Allen Clark 
Virgil H. Butler Thad White, Sr. Richard L. Thompson 
Charlie M. Macon Isaac Simmons, Jr. Sondra Lee Green 
Richard W. Pohlman Peter W. Prugh Laura A. Kammerer 
B. Scott Clark Clay VanLandingham Mari VanLandingham 
Jane Wagner Clark Janet Fletcher Bridges James R. Dezell, Sr. 
Dr. J. Kenneth Davis Suzanne Fletcher Hood Adrian C. Fletcher and Annie 

Muriel Fletcher Foundation, Inc. 
Layton Bookkeeping Services Mary Barber Cox Samuel J. Fenn 
Marcia W. Fenn Eva Mae Whittle Peters Shirley T. Clark 
Kay Davis Lay Thomas J. Rabon Patricia B. Anderson 
Julia Munroe Woodward Devane Mason H. Max Fletcher, Sr. 
Kathryn McFarlin Fletcher Ken L. Bryant Johnathon D. Rabon 
Stewart Parsons Lota G. Smith Coffel James R. Dezell, Jr. 
Lori Ann Dezell Lisa Susan Dezell Hood J. Russell Smith 
Mary P. Smith Margaret Edwards Cooksey Spurgeon S. Cowen 
Edward R. Sansom Howard V. Fletcher J. Everitt Drew 
W. Oziel Whittle Dale Cox Pollie J. Howell 
 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

Jeannie Suber Demma Laura Bryant Fisher Priscilla Suber 
Janet Suber George H. Marcus Edwards Jean Edwards 
Jack Freeman Elizabeth Hall Mrs. Alfred S. (Dot) Suber 
Jack A. Harnett Wilson Enfinger Betty Ann S. Rodgers 
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RENEWING MEMBERS  
 

Byron Clark Gary Bryant Ann Bryant 
Dale Summerford Grady Turnage Dr. W. Forrest Taylor 
H. Maxwell Fletcher, Jr. Lila Dolan Corbin Donna Warlick 
Hugh Gardner McPherson Wilford Kennedy Ella Kennedy 
Elvin Kever Jeanette Sweeney Ella Jane Inman Sutley 
Bascom Mahaffey Betty Mahaffey Thomas B. Smith 
Rick Edwards Mary K. Clark Edwards Bruce Rowan 
Angela Rowan Anna L. Antemann Ken Vargas 
Kim Vargas Jane Bodiford Karen Alday Henderson 
Harold M. Rudd Gladys Rowan Myrt Mayne 
Gene Morgan Marie Chisholm Greensboro Kiwanis Club 
William P. Davis James Harold Thompson Carol Segal Dennison 
Susan Mills Elvie Peddie John W. B. Canetta 
Patsy Smith Canetta Mary W. Spooner Howard Kinch 
Shirley Hopkins Chester Herman Rowan Eudene Crosby Rowan 
Mike Herrin Susan L. Clark Frank Rowan 
Emily Clark Rowan Julia A. Bowles Annis Crosby Dominey 
   
 

RENEWING BUSINESS MEMBERS 
 

Talquin Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
 
 
 

MEMORIALS  
From 03/31/09 – 08/20/09 

 
Joyce V. Roach                               Johnathon D. & Amber Poucher Rabon                
in memory of  in memory of  
Rupert D. Rudd  Rupert D. Rudd 
 
Amber Poucher Rabon Amber Poucher Rabon 
in memory of  in memory of 
My loving “Dandy”,  My loving “Nany”   
Thomas G. Layton, 1923-1996 Jimmie M. VanLandingham, 1903-1994 
  
David Avant III Janet Suber George 
in memory of in memory of   
Bill Higdon  Howard & Margaret Suber 
 
Randall & Glenda McPherson Tom & Saradee Bowen 
in memory of   in memory of 
C. T. Straughn  Kay Davis Lay 
 
Wilson Enfinger  Charles & Lynne L. Poucher  
in memory of  in memory of  
Ivy Webster McLane, 1886-1966 Hortense VanLandingham Elder 
 
Johnathon D. & Amber Poucher Rabon 
in memory of 
Hortense VanLandingham Elder 
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I  CARE  DONATIONS  
Gifts made in addition to 

Memberships, Memorials & 
Honorariums as of 11/15/07-Present 

 
  

FOUNDERS 
 

Adrian C. Fletcher and Annie Muriel Fletcher Foundation, Inc.   
   
 

TRAILBLAZERS  
 

Joyce V. & Amy L. Roach                                 John Yauger  
 
 

HOMESTEADERS 
 

Patricia B. Anderson                                         Sandy Smith Higdon                        Patricia J. Pitts 
 
 

SETTLERS 
 

Richard Thompson                                           Lynne Poucher                       Charles A. Poucher 
Amber L. Rabon                                               Joyce V. Roach                       Amy L. Roach 
J. Mulder Brown 
 

PIONEERS 
 

Dr. & Mrs. Forrest Taylor                              James Harold Thompson                         Sharon Seymour 
Betty Fletcher Eppes                                       Wilson & Tee Hinson   J. Russell Smith 
Hugh Gardner McPherson                             Harold M. Rudd                  Betty Ann S. Rodgers 
Laura Kammerer                                                    
 
 

FRIENDS 
 

Bruce & Angela Rowan                                 Rita Dawkins                                             Ellen S. Clark 
Peter Prugh                                                     Patricia F. Vice              Allan Bostick, Jr.    
Mary Frances Parramore                              Dave Ferro    Melvin L. Miller   
Betty Jayne Edwards                                     Bascom & Betty Mahaffey  Linda Jemison Smith                                
Ruth B. Sansom                                              Bettie S. Darus                                      Sheila B. Greenleaf 
Jeannie Suber Demma                                  Janet Suber George                           
 
 
 
 
 
 

DONATION LEVELS  
 

Heritage Circle     $25,000 - and above Trailblazers           $1,000 -   2,499 
Legacy Builders     15,000 - 24,999 Homesteaders             500 -      999 
Patrons                   10,000 - 14,999 Settlers                        250 -      499 
Founders                   5,000 -  9,999 Pioneers                      100 -      249 
Explorers                  2,500 -  4,999 Friends                     up to -        99 
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I  CARE  DONATION  

 
 

Gadsden County’s history is important!  Because I care I will donate $_________________________ 
 

to help WGHS continue its mission to preserve all of the history of Gadsden County. 
 
 
 
************************************************************************************************************ 

 
 

ANNUAL  MEMBERSHIP  
   

Individual  $25.00 
Business                   $250.00 

 
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP  

 
Individual                $500.00 

 
 

NAME_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
CITY____________________________________________STATE_______________________________ZIP_________________ 
 
 
E-MAIL______________________________________________________________PHONE #_____________________________ 

 
 
 

************************************************************************************************************ 
 
 
 

MEMORIAL/HONORARIUM  
 

 
A gift of $______________ is given in memory/honor (circle one) of __________________________________________________ 
 
by_________________________________________________________________________.  Acknowledgement is to be mailed to: 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
      (Name)    (City & State)            (Zip) 
 
 
************************************************************************************************************ 

 
 

West Gadsden Historical Society, Inc., is exempt from federal income tax under Section 501 (c) (3) of the IRS code.  Dues and gifts are deductible to the full 
extent of the law.  A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRA TION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM  THE DIVISION OF 
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CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE OF FLORIDA.  FLORIDA DOACS# CH-17 709.  
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL O R RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FLAVORS OF HOME --- WGHS Cookbook 
SOMETHING GOLD ---Tobacco history by Kay Davis Lay 

THE EARLY HISTORY OF GADSDEN COUNTY by Dale Cox 
 

These books may be purchased at the following locations: 
 

    CHATTAHOOCHEE                                         HAVANA  

    TWIN CITY NEWS     PLANTERS EXCHANGE 
           

     QUINCY        

                                             PADGETT JEWELERS  
     
 

WGHS APPRECIATES THESE MERCHANTS FOR THEIR LOYAL SUP PORT 
 IN ASSISTING US TO FURTHER OUR MISSION! 
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