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GROWING…………GROWING……..GROWING!!!!!! 
 

SPECIAL EDITION! 
 
 
YOUR response to our July newsletter was very exciting!  So much has happened in the past 3 months 
that it has inspired us to publish this Special Edition newsletter. 
 
Your board of directors works very hard to make this organization a success.  After attending the 
grant review in September, where once again our grant did not rank high enough for funding from the 
Division of Historical Preservation, we decided to hold a yard sale and a pilau in efforts to raise money.  
The yard sale was held October 6th and 13th at The Dezell House.  On October 13th, we had the pilau 
prepared by Scott & Shirley Clark and Russell Smith.  It was a delicious success!  Thanks to all who 
donated items for the yard sale and supported our pilau.  Stewart TV & Appliances, Inc. donated a 5 
cu. ft. chest freezer which was given away at 6:00 p.m. on the 13th.  John Allen Smith III, of Hardaway, 
was the lucky winner of the freezer.  THANK YOU-John Stewart!  CONGRATULATIONS-Allen! 
 
The board has been working with MY OFFICE, of Bristol, to update and expand our web site.  You 
will now find our previous newsletters online.  Also, we now have the additional feature of an online 
store.  In fact, we processed and mailed our first order 11-03-07 to a customer in Maryland.     
 
Do you want to see Gadsden County’s historical society have its headquarters open to the public where 
records, documents, and pictures can be seen and researched?  YOU CAN MAKE THIS HAPPEN 
THROUGH YOUR TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS!  Volunteers are available now to transcribe 
documents, store photos on computer files, catalog and archive YOUR HISTORY.  WGHS has The 
Dezell House, but we desperately need funds for re-wiring, a security system, HVAC, and plumbing.  
We cannot keep old newspapers, pictures, and other artifacts in The Dezell House until all of these 
necessities are addressed.  Funds are needed to hire architects who will provide plans that meet county 
approval.  To move forward on this project, we need funds now.   
 
Is Gadsden County’s history important to YOU?  All of your good thoughts and appreciation for what 
we are doing are great.  However, it’s YOUR DOLLARS that tell the story to the grant makers and the 
bankers.  Don’t forget WGHS needs businesses to support us.  Surely businesses within the county and 
those profiting from our county should support this endeavor.  Let those with whom you do business 
know that you value WGHS and that you want them to support West Gadsden Historical Society, too.     
 
We now have 54 LIFETIME members.  These 54 individuals have been willing to signify their support 
of WGHS and its mission to preserve the history, culture and natural beauty of Gadsden County.  
Lifetime membership is $500.00 per person.  Our first plaque honoring these individuals is filled.  We 
now have a second plaque to fill with names.  Lifetime membership does not mean that you give once 
and you are through forever.  Take Richard Thompson for example; he joined as a lifetime member, 
donated several months of hard labor working on the depot re-location and now has challenged all of 
the lifetime members who joined for $250.00 to match their initial amount with another $250.00 by 
January, 2009.   That would be 46 people donating $250.00 within the next 13 months.   Reach into 
your pockets and answer Richard’s challenge. 
 
Most all of the annual memberships are payable JANUARY, 2008.  Please check your membership 
cards and send your dues without another reminder.  What is saved in postage can be put towards the 
actual restoration.     
 
 
 



SMALL MATCHING GRANT    
 

Well, it is back to the drawing board.  Since the special category grant is NOT in the offing, we are 
applying for another $50,000.00 small matching grant to address part of the restoration needs.  The 
catch here is that we need to have matching funds to qualify for the grant.  The deadline for the 
application is December 15, 2007.  If successful, WGHS would have the funds available by July, 2008.  
There is so much work to do, but if we can only do a little at a time that is exactly what we will do.  
Volunteers do small jobs all during the year, but there are many tasks too daunting for us to tackle.  
The last contract exceeded the grant by $5,466.00.  Your dues and donations made it possible to pay 
this excess and the architect’s fees.  
 
 
 

 APALACHICOLA NORTHERN RAILROAD --- GREENSBORO DEPOT 
 
As you might recall, earlier this year WGHS applied for a Transportation Enhancement Grant from 
the Florida Department of Transportation.  This is the news we received. 
 

Your project is currently set at # 2 priority for our tentative work program 
funding, so it is very likely that it will be adopted in our work program in July 
2008.  Remember that the funding goes into the 4th year of the FDOT work program, 

so if everything goes well, funding would be in 2012. 
 

Anyone wishing to volunteer their time and labor to work on the depot now is welcome to contact us.  
We are grateful for any help!  Please, call 850.442.6434 if you would like to volunteer.   
  
 

 
 
 

West Gadsden Historical Society 
Exists Because of YOU 

All Lists Effective 07/26/07 – 11/04/07 
 

LIFETIME  MEMBERS 
 
 

Lynne Layton Poucher Charles Allen Poucher Amber L. Rabon 
Shari Richardson Arrington Jean Ogilvie Dean Victor R. Silvestri 
Amy Leann Roach Joe Ann Hansford J. Mulder Brown 
Patricia Fletcher Vice William Vice Donnie H. Roberts 
Angela Boynton Cassidy William K. “Buddy” Pitts Patricia Jean Pitts 
Joyce VanLandingham Roach Rosalyn Fletcher Fenn Ruth Brown Sansom 
Avery Daniel Layton Ellen Sunday Clark Allen Clark 
Virgil H. Butler Thad White, Sr. Richard L. Thompson* 
Charlie M. Macon Isaac Simmons, Jr. Sondra Lee Green 
Richard W. Pohlman Peter W. Prugh Laura A. Kammerer 
B. Scott Clark Clay VanLandingham Mari VanLandingham 
Jane Wagner Clark Janet Fletcher Bridges James R. Dezell, Sr. 
Dr. J. Kenneth Davis Suzanne Fletcher Hood Adrian C. Fletcher and Annie 

Muriel Fletcher Foundation, 
Inc. 

Layton Bookkeeping Services Mary Barber Cox Samuel J. Fenn 
Marcia W. Fenn Eva Mae Whittle Peters Shirley T. Clark 
Kay Davis Lay Thomas J. Rabon Patricia B. Anderson 
Julia Munroe Woodward DeVane Mason H. Max Fletcher, Sr. 
Kathryn McFarlin Fletcher Ken L. Bryant Johnathon D. Rabon 
 
*CHALLENGER  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
 
 

T. Bert Fletcher III Sandra Fletcher Whetstone Libby Fletcher Duffy 
Ronald L. Clark Rita Dawkins Wilbur L. Smith, Jr. 
Elvie Peddie Tillie Smith Tice Mack Eubanks 
Sandi Eubanks Dan Gwaltney, Jr. Dr. Sterling Watson 
 
 
 
 
 

RENEWING MEMBERS 
 
 

Mary Middleton Suber Bruce Rowan Angela Rowan 
Melvin Miller Willie E. Jenkins, Jr. J. B. Toole 
Bernice Toole Bernard Clark Effie Clark 
William Hugh McKeown Sara Ruth McKeown  
 
 
 
 
 

$$$ AND IN-KIND DONATIONS 
 

Joyce V. Roach                Melvin Miller       Richard L. Thompson  
Buddy Pitts   John W. B. Canetta Patricia Fletcher Vice 
Linda Clark Smith  Bill Vice  Donnie Roberts 
Russell Smith   Scott Clark  Shirley T. Clark 
Bradwell Mortuary  Ronald L. Williams Charles K. McClellan Funeral Home 
Princess Blakely   Patsy Pitts  Eva Mae Peters 
Betty Sue Clark   Glenda McPherson Katherine W. Thompson  
Ellen Clark   Patsy Canetta  Quality Discount Meats 
Sue Williams   Rosalyn F. Fenn  Becca Fenn 
Stewart TV & Appliances Lynne L. Poucher Dave Ferro 
Main Street Design, Inc.   
 
 
 
 
From The Wall Street Journal  - November 7, 2007 
 
TAX-EFFICIENT GIVING 
 
More people are giving stock to charity in lieu of cash. Here's what to consider: 

• Rising markets have pushed up the value of many securities. 

• Stock gifts net a tax deduction and spare you paying capital-gains tax. 

• For the best tax result, donate shares owned for more than a year. 
 
 



 
 
WGHS deeply appreciates your donations remembering loved ones and honoring those special to us.  
These gifts keep on giving as the Society grows.  Effective as of 07/26/07 – 11/04/07: 
 
 
 
 

MEMORIALS 
 
 
 

Howard V. Fletcher                  James C. Rowan  Wilbur L. Smith, Jr. 
in memory of                                     in memory of  in memory of    
Marion V. Fletcher                         Ruth D. Rowan Sarah Jane Trussell Smith 
 
 
 
Wilbur L. Smith, Jr.                  Wilbur L. Smith, Jr.  Wilbur L. Smith, Jr.  
in memory of                                  in memory of  in memory of  
Lilla Florence Tolar Smith       William Carl Smith  John Henry Tolar 
Laura Jane Tolar Smith            Pauline Alma Duggar Smith     Ida “Kate” McDonald Ogilvie Tolar 
John Henry Tolar  for raising Wilbur L. Smith, Sr. 
Elizabeth Crawford Tolar  
 
 
   
Wilbur L. Smith, Jr.                   Elvie Peddie    Tillie Smith Tice 
 in memory of                                     in memory of      in memory of 
Paul Thomas Smith                    Maurice Peddie      Kay Fletcher Kincaid 
Velma Glenn Smith 
 
 
 
Gary & Ann Bryant                   Lota G. Coffel              Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Macon 
in memory of                                      in memory of         Charles & Lynne Poucher 
Edward H. Fletcher, Sr.            Mavis Clark         Bill & Patricia F. Vice 
Betty F. Fletcher                            George & Marcelle Johnson 
  Lota G. Coffel 
        Patricia B. Anderson 
Bernard & Effie Clark              Dean, Rosalyn & Becca Fenn     in memory of                                                      
in memory of                                     in memory of             Betty F. Fletcher 
Mavis Clark                                Jean Cockrell  

 
 
 
 
 

HONORARIUM 
 
 

The Tom Bowen Family                            Melvin & Louise Jones   
in honor of                                                          in honor of   
Kay Davis Lay                                                    Harriett Parramore              
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



I CARE DONATION 
 

I care about Gadsden County’s history!  I will donate $________________________ to 
assist WGHS with its mission to preserve the history of Gadsden County. 
 
 
 
************************************************************************************** 

 
 

ANNUAL  MEMBERSHIP   
Individuals  $25.00 
Businesses                $250.00 

 
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP  
Individuals                $500.00 

 
NAME_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY_____________________________STATE_______________________________ZIP__________ 
 
E-MAIL________________________________________________PHONE #____________________ 

 
 
 

************************************************************************************** 
 

MEMORIAL/HONORARIUM 
 
A gift of $_________ is given in memory/honor (circle one) of _________________________________ 
 
by___________________________________________________.  Acknowledgement is to be mailed to: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
      (Name)    (City & State)         (Zip) 
 
 
************************************************************************************** 

 
 

FLAVORS OF HOME COOKBOOK 
Get Your Copies in Time for Holiday Gift-Giving 

 
 

I would like _________ copies of the FLAVORS OF HOME cookbook @ $15.00 + $5.00 postage each. 
 
 NAME _______________________________________________________________________________ 
                 
ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY______________________________________________ST_________________ZIP____________ 
 
PHONE_____________________________E-MAIL__________________________________________ 
 
West Gadsden Historical Society, Inc., is exempt from federal income tax under Section 501 (c) (3) of the IRS code.  Dues and gifts are deductible to the full extent of the law.  A 
COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 
TOLL-FREE 800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE OF FLORIDA.  FLORIDA DOACS# CH-17709.  RIGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR 
RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Purchase your copies of FLAVORS OF HOME at the following locations: 
 
GREENSBORO     CHATTAHOOCHEE 
PHYLLIS’S CAFÉ    TWIN CITY NEWS 
       
QUINCY      HAVANA 
FLOSSIE’S CUT & CURL    SHEAR ATTITUDES 
MANE ATTRACTION    A TOUCH OF CLASS FLORIST 
PADGETT JEWELERS    PLANTERS EXCHANGE 
IVY SHOP     GRAND’S PRODUCE 
DR. STERLING WATSON     
MR. EARNEST PECAN SHOP   BLOUNTSTOWN 
      JUST NAILS 
 
WGHS appreciates all of these businesses selling our cookbooks.  If you would like to become a business partner, 
please call 850.442.6434. 
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